
Palo Alto County Conservation Celebrates 50 Years in 2010  
 

In 1960, citizens of Palo Alto County voted to create a Conservation Board.  Petitions to bring up the vote 

were circulated by womenôs club members.  This is the only form of government that is  
created by a vote of the people. 

 

Iowa Code states that the purpose of County Conservation Boards is to: 
Conserve the natural resources of the county; to acquire, develop, maintain and make available  

public parks, preserves, recreation centers, wildlife and other conservation areas; to provide  

adequate programs of public recreation; and to help educate local residents about the natural world. 
Over the next year we will highlight many of our accomplishments, focus on our special areas  

and remind you about the programs and projects we are involved in.   

First, we will re-introduce you to our board members and staff. 

 
Five Conservation Board members are appointed by the County Board of Supervisors to serve a  

5 year term.  Current members with number of years served include:   

 
Darrin Adams, Emmetsburg, 2     

Don Hagen, Emmetsburg, 8  

Sam Henkelvig, Emmetsburg, 1  
Gary Hughes, Emmetsburg, 5     

Tony Streit, West Bend, 7   

 
Current staff members with years of service include:  Steve Pitt, Director, 38;  Art Hampe,  

Operations Supervisor, 16;  Steve Henderson, Park Ranger, 18;  Miriam Patton, Naturalist, 25;   

Mary Barrick, Administrative Assistant, 10.    
 

The Conservation Board manages 26 areas covering 2,400 acres.  We encourage you to get out to some of our 

areas, whether you like to hunt, fish, camp, hike, cross-country ski or boat.  Our  
updated brochure and map showing areas can be picked up at the Treasurerôs or Recorderôs  

office at the County Courthouse, the Welcome Center in Emmetsburg, the Grotto Museum  

in West Bend, or the Lost Island Nature Center. 

 
We invite you to join us in celebrating 50 years.  Kick off will be during our Chili and Music Night on  

January 16.  See page 3 for details.  Watch for more upcoming events throughout the year. 
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Soil & Water Conservation District Awards  
The Palo Alto County Soil & Water Conservation District recognized people involved in conservation  

and education throughout the year at a banquet on November 17.  Congratulations to the following: 

Art Poster Winners  
The art poster contest winners were announced last spring.   

Posters were displayed at the Districtôs county fair  

booth this summer: 
Rachel Ruddy, 7th grade, Emmetsburg Catholic 

Lincoln Fehr, 2nd grade, West Bend Mallard 

Jared Sikora, 5th grade, Ruthven-Ayrshire 
Shayla Doran, Kindergarten, Ruthven-Ayrshire 

Adam Fehr, 4th grade, West Bend Mallard 

Phoenix Campbell, 3rd grade, Emmetsburg West Elementary 
Carter Koenck, 1st grade, Graettinger-Terril 

Erin Reedy, 8th grade, Emmetsburg Catholic 

Daisy Jordan, 6th grade, Ruthven-Ayrshire 

Conservation Awards  
The following people were recognized for their efforts and  

dedication to our natural resources:  
 

Darlene Embry & Russ Salton 

Outstanding Silver Lake Participant Award 
 

Palo Alto County Gaming Development Corporation 
Friend of Conservation Award 

 

Marvin Janssen and Robert Reiman 
The Iowa Forage and Grasslands Council Award 

 

Jerry Besch, Jr. 
Conservation Windbreak Award 

 

Nick Bleuer 

Memorial Scholarship Award 
 

Roger Will  
Conservation Education Award  

Sidney Soil (Mary Barrick) and Miriam Patton made an appearance during the banquet and engaged  
the audience in talking about the importance of soil.  Iowa has some of the best soil in the world and we need to 

take good care of it!  Sidney Soil is shown with the poster winners above.   

 
Above pictures are courtesy of the Emmetsburg Reporter 

Clint Young presenting the Conservation 

Education award to Roger Will.   



January  

9 

 

 

 

16 

Cross Country Skiing - 1:30 pm.  Trails at Lost Island-Huston 
Park.  Call 712-837-4866 to reserve a pair of skis.  Please give 

your shoe size.  Meet at the Nature Center.  

 

Chili/Live Music/Silent Auction - Beginning at 6 pm. 
Join us for a night of entertainment:   

6:00 - Conservation Happenings.  Celebrating 50 years! 

6:30 - Chili will be served 
7:00 - Music by Ceolmohr (pictured) 

* Reservations are required 

* $10 per person - covers food and music cost 
* Limited seating.  Call 712-837-4866 to make  

   reservations. 

  

March 

13 Birdhouse Making Workshop - 1 pm.   
Lost Island Nature Center.  No registration required.  

$5 cost for materials.  Bring a hammer.   

13 Pheasants Forever Banquet 
Emmetsburg VFW.  Watch for details.   

 Public Programs  

Programs are sponsored by the Palo Alto County Conservation Board and SWCD.  All programs are held at the  
Lost Island Nature Center unless noted otherwise.  Please call 712-837-4866 for programs that require registration. 
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February  

13 Snowshoeing - 1 pm.  Trails at Lost Island-Huston Park.  
Call 712-837-4866 to reserve a pair of snowshoes or bring your own.   

This program is part of Cabin Fever Weekend.  Watch for details on  

other events in the area.   

20 Nature Photography Workshop - 9 am to 3 pm.   
Iowa Lakes Community College, Emmetsburg.  

Professional photographers will present during the breakout sessions.  These 

photographers will provide insight into how they achieve success in nature 

photography.  The goal of this workshop is to encourage more people to get 
outside and become involved in nature.  Call 712-837-4866 for more details.   

Upcoming Programs  

Ceolmohr 
Rod Patton,  Pam Sease, Phil  Sweeney 
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Lost Island Lake Watershed Enhancement Project  
(article courtesy of the Iowa DNR)  

 

The Lost Island Protective Association (LIPA), the Lost Island-

Ruthven Betterment Association (LIRBA), and the Iowa Department 
of Natural Resources (IADNR) hosted a public meeting on December 

10th at the Lost Island Nature Center to discuss the preliminary plans 

to improve water quality and enhance fish and wildlife habitat in the 
Lost Island Lake Watershed.  The Lost Island Lake Watershed covers 

parts of Palo Alto and Clay counties in Northwest Iowa and includes 

Lost Island Lake (1,170 acres), Barringer Slough (800 acres), Blue 
Wing Marsh (125 acres), DU Marsh (90 acres) and other smaller  

bodies of water.   
 

A recent water quality study by DNRôs Watershed Improvement  

Section and subsequent surveying by DNR Fisheries has revealed 

what many local people already suspected - Lost Island Lake and 
other water bodies connected to the lake are dominated by carp.   

Carp are very detrimental to water quality and therefore, to the native plants, fish, and wildlife that need clean 

water to survive.  Through their feeding activity, which consists mostly of rooting in the substrate, carp dislodge 
existing plants and create water too turbid for new submerged plants to grow.  Once these beneficial plants are 

gone, water quality deteriorates further and the native fish and wildlife that depend on these plants for food and 

cover also disappear. 
 

The goal of the Lost Island Lake Watershed Enhancement Project is to restore ecological health to the area so  

that these basins contain cleaner water and diverse plants, sustain a sport fishery, attract migrating waterfowl  
and water birds, and provide improved recreational and educational opportunities for citizens.  The proposed  

management involves removing carp from much of the watershed, using strategically placed fish barriers to  

prevent carp from reaching breeding areas, and stocking predatory fish to further control carp recruitment.   
Aggressive commercial harvesting will be used to remove most carp from Lost Island while temporary draw 

downs will be used to eliminate problem fish from Barringer Slough, Blue Wing Marsh, and DU Marsh.  The 

draw downs will also expose and consolidate bottom sediments thereby allowing beneficial aquatic plants to  

germinate.  Project partners plan to initiate the Lost Island Lake Watershed Enhancement Project this late fall  
and winter by dewatering Barringer Slough and begin removing rough fish from Lost Island Lake.  Construction 

of multiple water control structures and fish barriers and the temporary dewatering of Blue Wing and DU 

Marshes are planned for fall/winter 2010.  

Pictured:  Jim Neighbors (LIPA),  Mark Gulick (DNR), 

Mike Hawkins (DNR), Jim Wahl (DNR) are  

reviewing a map of the Lost Island plans.   

Lost Island Rock Reef  
A cooperative project between the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and the Palo Alto County Conservation 
Board that has been planned for many years has finally been constructed.   

 

The rock reef was constructed with 1500 tons of class E riprap which will provide structure that is lacking in the 

lake. It will enhance fishing recreation opportunity by concentrating certain fish species.  The material was hauled 
by barge to the reef location and placed in six 125 foot long sections, each separated by 25 feet.  Each section will  

be approximately 25 feet wide and four feet high.  The area of the construction is ten to twelve feet deep and has 

a hard bottom, so the new rock stays on the surface of the lake bottom. 
 

The project is being funded mainly by Fish Habitat and federal aid funds.  It should begin to attract fish and  

fishermen immediately. 
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Memorials  
Helen Augustine 

In memory of Eileen Molitor, 

In memory of Vera Rice 
 

Wilma Cargin  

In memory of Mildred Keen, 
In memory of Miriam Frieden, 

In memory of LaVonna Struthers 
 

Bob & Nancy Cozine 
In memory of Rich Barber,  

In memory of Eileen Molitor, 

In memory of Vera Rice 
 

Josephine Gruhn 

In memory of Fabian Halder 
 

Jane Miner 
In memory of Fabian Halder, 

In memory of Suzanne Simington 
 

Miriam Patton  

In memory of Bernadine Bredehoeft 
 

Iva Pedersen 

In memory of  

Suzanne Burns Simington, 
In memory of Eileen Molitor 

 

Larry & Rose Mary Rustan  

In memory of Rich Barber 
 

Gene & Della Twait 

In memory of Donald Jacobson 

 

Memorial Bricks  
 

Bob & Nancy Cozine 
In memory of  

Fabian & Margaret Halder 
 

Marie Gilman  
In memory of Dorothy A. Arends 

 

Dick & Anne Nelson and  

Jim & Diane Nelson 
In memory of Bernadine Bredehoeft 

 

Donations & Thank You  
Cathy Musch, Fiesta Foods, Hartley - pickle jars 

Emmetsburg Middle 6th grade - prairie seed collected 

Gene & Jeanine Carpenter - bison bones 

Steve Henderson - loan of deer target  

Iowa Trust & Savings Bank - napkins 

Morris & Judy Rusch, Hartley - sunflower seed heads 

 

Thank you - Waffle Fundraiser  
The Palo Alto County Conservation Foundation waffle fundraiser  
was a success in October.  We appreciate everyone coming and 

supporting the Nature Center.   
 

Thank you to all of the following who helped: 

Phil Andreasen, Hans & Gwenna Appel, Helen Augustine,  
Wilma Cargin, Marie Gilman, Cindy Dorr-Harthan,  

Gary Hughes, Mary Lou Morrison, Sally Nyborg, Ann Stillman,  

Jo Struthers, Bill & Sharon Whiting 

Halloween Hike  
It was a great night for a hike, 42 degrees with a half moon and lots  

of stars with no wind. Our annual Halloween Hike was a  

success with 187 adults and kids attending.    

Thank you for the following:  

ACTORS:  Kelsey Bell, Lisa Charbonneaux, Lyam Doll,  

Chrystal Egdorf, Amber Henderson, Vonnie Hinrichsen,  

Heather Lucy, Joann Kenny, Amanda McDaniel,   
Ashley McGraw, Laura Roewe, Raquel Rowenhorst,  

Connie Swan, Kari Wester 

TRAIL GUIDES:  Larry Bendixen, John & Rosemary Clouse,  
Holly Fogarty, Darrell Frerichs, Mark McGrauth, Mike Meyer,  

David & Julie Nelson, Jay Schoning, Dave Wyatt 

HOSTS:  Olivia Hampe, Margo Brockmeyer,  

Bonnie Whitney, Sharon Whiting, Julie & Morgan McGrauth 
COOKIES:  Early Childhood Club-ILCC,  

Fern Valley 4-H Club 

WANTED:  old towels, leftover yarn 


